
August 4, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Norman County Court Room with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  All commissioners were in attendance.   Also in attendance were Jeff and Jacque Radke, and Marijo Vik.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the addition of Sheriff 
Thornton at 11:10 a.m. with a dispatcher resignation, and a LG220 Application for Exempt Permit from Moving Flom 
Forward.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Hall asked if board members had the opportunity to read the minutes of the July 7th meeting.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if board members had the chance to read the minutes of the July 16th meeting.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward discussion involving the east double door entrance and the fact that people are still going 
through the door, and not making sure that it closes properly behind them.  She feels this needs to be checked to see if 
an adjustment of some kind can be made to solve the issue so the doors are not inadvertently left unlocked overnight.  
After considerable discussion, the consensus of the board was to authorize Kelly Kappes to contact Sterling Carpet One to 
have them check over the doors and see if an adjustment will take care of the problem.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward the LG220 Application for Exempt Permit submitted by Moving Flom Forward with regard to 
the dinner and raffle event that had to be cancelled in April.  She explained that Christina Lien had contacted her 
regarding this and that they were no longer looking to have a dinner or any kind of get together, instead would simply 
hold a raffle for the prizes that would have been drawn for at the April event.  They have set the raffle date for 
September 16, 2020; with the site of the drawing at the County Road 38 Bar & Grill.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 
motion to approve the Application for Exempt Permit for Moving Flom Forward.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward the Joint Powers Agreement with the State of Minnesota, acting through its Office of 
the Secretary of State for Election Recount Services pursuant to M.S. 204C.35 subd 1, for the Primary Election.  
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the JPA with the State of MN for the Primary Election.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward the Joint Powers Agreement with the State of Minnesota, acting through its Office of 
the Secretary of State for Election Recount Services for the General Election.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
approve the JPA with the State of MN for the General Election.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, addressed the board with the latest COVID-19 update.  Sarah noted that the 
MN National Guard would be doing testing at the Twin Valley Assisted Living Center beginning on August 7th and 
continuing for the following two Fridays, and NMPH would be assisting in a liaison position as they had done at the 
Halstad Living Center and Benedictine Center in Ada earlier this year.   
 
Ms. Kjono also noted that they had worked cooperatively with the Ada Chamber who had received 4,000 masks from the 
State of MN for businesses.  NMPH had helped to distribute the masks to businesses and used this as another 
opportunity to connect with businesses and do education around mask wearing.   
 
Director Kjono also noted that schools are the hot topic at this time with the guidance around being allowed to re-open.  
She noted that Public Health is working closely with schools in an effort to re-open as safely as possible.  Sarah noted that 
Norman County is currently at a 9+% right now, which is right on the border of being able to re-open with children in the 



school building and she is expecting an increase in the next couple of weeks based on increasing activities within the 
communities, so schools may need to look closer at the hybrid solution for re-opening.   
 
Director Kjono also stated that Minnesota is one of 4 states chosen for a pilot program on dispersing vaccines, and the 
prioritization for dispensing, if and when a vaccine is found to be effective for treatment of COVID-19.   
 
Director Kjono mentioned she felt there was a need to set up a committee to work on recommendations for dispersing 
the CARES Act funding received by the county in July.  She recommended possible members of Garry Johanson, LeeAnn 
Hall, and David Stene from the county, and stated that she could probably add some community members that currently 
serve on the Emergency Management Committee.  Consensus of the board was that Sarah could proceed with this and 
come back to the board with recommendations.   
 
Ms. Kjono also noted that Norman County has had 34 cases of COVID confirmed with 4 active cases at this time.  She also 
noted that she is sure there have been more cases within Norman County, but some individuals just don’t see the need 
to be tested, knowing other members of the family have tested positive, or other associates have tested positive.   
 
At 9:48 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board proposing the afternoon of August 20th, beginning at 1 p.m. for 
budget meetings, and also felt a few of the meetings could actually be taken care of during the regularly scheduled board 
meeting that morning.  After some discussion, the afternoon of August 20th was set to meet with departments regarding 
proposed budgets for 2021.  The next item on Mr. Stene’s agenda was the yearly Benefit Expo, which he would like to 
hold on October 27th at the Ada Event Center.  This gives employees the opportunity to meet with vendors regarding 
open enrollment for health insurance provided by the county, and life insurance, dental and vision, as well as disability 
insurance that is employee paid.  This has also been combined with a wellness event in the past and he would like to do 
that again this year.  Commissioners agreed that this could be held on October 27th.   
 
Chairman Hall called for a short break with reconvening the meeting at 10:05 a.m.   
 
At 10:05 a.m. Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board with his agenda.  The first item on his agenda was 
concrete repair work along CSAH 46.  Keith noted that he had been approached by the Mayor of Hendrum regarding 
some repair/improvement work he would like completed along CSAH 46 in conjunction with the overlay project 
scheduled this year to include replacement of two valley gutters that have deteriorated, adding concrete driveway 
aprons at the old railroad right of way, adding sidewalk and curb at the old railroad right of way to connect the new 
sidewalk on the east side of the railroad constructed last year by the DOT and the existing city sidewalk on the west side; 
and also replacing one sidewalk panel on the east side of Hwy 75 that has become a tripping hazard.  Engineer Berndt 
had solicited two proposals for the work and completed his own estimate of the project for comparison.  He would like to 
complete the work soon so it is done ahead of the planned overlay work that he expects will happen in September.  
Engineer Berndt would recommend authorization of the work by acceptance of the bid from Two Rivers Construction of 
Georgetown in the amount of $29,660.  Engineer Berndt also noted that County State Aid Municipal Funds may be used 
for this project.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to award the contract to Two Rivers Construction of 
Georgetown in the amount of $29,660.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a contract with Houston Engineering for a proposed CSAH 51 road raise 
at Halstad.  Engineer Berndt noted that he had been approached by Kevin Ruud of the WRWD and Houston Engineering 
about the possibility of raising CSAH 51 at the levee in Halstad, such as was done last year with CSAH 25 in Hendrum to 
cross the flood control levee under a cost share agreement.  Mr. Ruud indicated the Watershed would propose a similar 
cost share as the project in Hendrum.  This would allow the county to complete some necessary improvements to the 
drainage near Hwy 75.  Engineer Berndt solicited a proposal from Houston Engineering to complete the design for the 
2021 project to complete the work.  He also noted that they would delete that stretch of CSAH 51 that was scheduled for 
an overlay this year.  Houston Engineering had proposed an hourly contract for this design work with a total fee not to 
exceed $35,000.  Engineer Berndt recommended approval of this contract.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 
award contract to Houston Engineering to complete the design work with total fee not to exceed $35,000.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a resolution allowing for a grant application to the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources for Minnesota’s Off-Highway Vehicle Trails Assistance Program in conjunction with the 
FireFrost ATV Club with the county acting as the fiscal host.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 08-04-



2020-1 A RESOLUTION ALLOWING MINNESOTA GRANT-IN-AID PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted 
unanimously and a copy is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Engineer Berndt then brought forward discussion regarding county ditch responsibility and funding.  He noted that there 
is a lot of tiling going on and whether the county road ditch system should be maintained or surveyed to indicate capacity 
to handle water flow to reach a county ditch system.  He also noted that there are a number of sites around the county 
where cattails are becoming a problem resulting from tiling into road ditches.  Keith noted that he is working with a few 
other county engineers in an effort to possibly come up with a policy with regard to maintaining road ditches and their 
use in conjunction with tiling projects.  There was also discussion regarding ditch petitions that have been received for 
maintenance of county ditches and Engineer Berndt and Bob Ramstad discussed the need for increased funding to those 
county ditches in order to do the maintenance requested.   
 
Discussion then moved to maintenance of the county road ditch along the Agassiz Trail.  James Brue, County Attorney, 
addressed the board regarding the easement that had been given to the Radke’s and Thornton’s at the end of the 
litigation in 2019.   He also noted that ditch maintenance means keeping the depth and slope of the ditch at the original 
status, and afford the county latitude to maintain any ditch as they maintain all county road ditches.  Mr. Radke stated 
that he has concerns with the cattails growing in the ditch and that a large rock had been dug out of the trail and placed 
in the ditch.  Mr. Radke appears to be concerned with his line of sight as well as the maintenance of the ditch.  Mr. Radke 
stated the line of sight issues were not a problem when he was allowed to maintain the ditch.  The Highway Dept will 
remove the large rock from the ditch, and will work on maintaining the cattail issue when the water level has lowered 
and they can get in to mow.   
 
At 10:47 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board with a recap of the July 27th Planning Commission Meeting held 
at the Ada Event Center.  Garry distributed information on the SGF – Riverview Dairy Conditional Use Permit and noted 
that the proposed dairy farm would be called Waukon Dairy.   Mr. Johanson noted that the proposal would house 10,500 
Jersey cows in the NE1/4 of Section 32 of Waukon Township, and is currently undergoing an EAW.  Mr. Johanson noted 
that he is hopeful the EAW will be completed and approved by the PCA as Riverview LLP would like to break ground yet 
this fall on the on-site housing of two four-plexes that would house 24 single workers each.  The county would issue the 
permits for the housing units and septic, however, Waukon Township would issue the permit for the actual dairy.   
 
The next item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was the Barrick Family Farms application for amendments to Ordinance for 
setbacks and expecting to have 3,700 animal units, which equates to 8,000 hogs.  They also addressed the Right to Farm 
as far as signs, sounds and smells.  Garry also noted they are currently waiting on their EAW and approval from the PCA.  
Barrick Family Farms is operated as Protein Sources, with Paul Fitzsimmons as a manager.   
 
The next item on Garry’s agenda was the Renewable Energy Ordinance.  At their Planning Commission meeting, Mr. 
Johanson noted that Perry Skaurud had questioned something on credits associated with renewable energy and it was 
decided that anything dealing with wind energy in excess of 125 kilowatts needs to come before the Planning 
Commission for permitting and anything in excess of 40 kilowatts of solar energy needs to come before the Planning 
Commission for permitting.  Smaller projects will still need permits, but they can be received directly through Mr. 
Johanson.  The Planning Commission repealed the existing wind ordinance and have combined the wind and solar 
together as a Renewable Energy Ordinance.   
 
The next item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was the Norman County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Resolution.  Garry noted that 
the county had participated in the hazard mitigation planning process as established under the Disaster Mitigation Act of 
2000, which establishes a framework for the development of the county hazard mitigation plan which required public 
involvement and local coordination among local units of government and business and will make the county and 
participating jurisdictions eligible to receive FEMA hazard mitigation assistance grants.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to adopt CR 08-04-2020-2 A RESOLUTION FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE NORMAN COUNTY MULTI-
HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN.   Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was 
unanimously adopted with 5 yeas and 0 nays.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
At 11:08 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, noted that he had nothing more for the board as the ditch maintenance had 
been discussed earlier.   
 



At 11:10 a.m. Jeremy Thornton, Norman County Sheriff, addressed the board with a letter of resignation received from 
Seth Bentley, a full-time dispatcher.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to accept the resignation of Mr. Bentley.  
Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Sheriff Thornton then asked if he could advertise to replace the dispatcher and Commissioner Bommersbach made a 
motion to allow advertisement and hiring of a full-time dispatcher.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
At 11:15 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, addressed the board regarding the July 23rd Staffing Committee meeting 
and the recommendation to increase staffing in the County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office by the creation of a permanent 
part-time position averaging 24 hours per week.  After some discussion and input from A/T Hanson, Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the staffing committee recommendation of a permanent part-time position in the 
Auditor/Treasurer's Office.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
As the next item of business, Chairman Hall asked if all commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills presented 
for payment.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   
 
Revenue - $ 12,417.88   Road & Bridge - $ 192,684.93  Building - $ 113.99 
 
Public Health - $ 2,491.85   Solid Waste - $ 195.22   County Ditch - $ 12,000.00 
 
County Homes - $ 740.00   TOTAL - $ 220,643.87 
 
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.     
 
Commissioner Bommersbach then addressed the board with concern regarding his county e-mail that was hacked and 
whether he could submit the bill to the county as the issue was related to his county work, however, it is his personal 
computer.  Consensus of the board was that the county would pay for the repair.   
 
David Stene, CFO, suggested that the board might want to consider purchasing tablets for the commissioners use in the 
future, or laptops, that the board could use for all county business.  After some discussion, it was agreed that Dave could 
look into the cost and come back to the board with his findings.   
 
At 11:35 a.m. Kari Aanenson, Norman County Recorder, addressed the board with the Norman County Recorder 
Document Preservation Plan Update, proposing to move ahead with Phase 2 to Index and add digital (160,000 deed) 
records for years 1961-2002.  This provides additional E-Commerce opportunities.  Kari provided a proposal from 
ArcaSearch to accomplish Phase 2 of the Preservation Plan at a cost of $57,589.00.  She requested the use of $45,000.00 
from the Recorder’s Compliance Fund, noting that she had approval from the Compliance Committee, using the balance 
of the MNLARS reimbursement funding received in 2019, as well as using a small amount from the Recorders’ Technology 
fund, if necessary.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve moving forward with Phase 2 of the Document 
Preservation Plan.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.     
 
The next item of concern was to set the fees to be associated with the ArcaSearch digitized documents.  Kari 
recommended a Day Pass fee of $20.00, Weekly Pass fee of $70.00 and a Monthly Pass fee of $250.00.  This includes 
printing and endless looking at documents.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to set the ArcaSearch fees as 
recommended by Kari.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
At this time, Kari had one more item of business, and she submitted her Letter of Resignation to the County Board 
effective as of 4:30 p.m. on September 25, 2020.  She noted that it has been a privilege to serve the residents of Norman 
County for the past 40 years, 25 of which were as the Elected County Recorder.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept Ms. Aanenson’s Letter of Resignation with regret.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 



Attorney Brue noted that as this is an elected position, the county board can appoint an individual to complete Ms. 
Aanenson’s term.  The board suggested the Staffing Committee meet and bring recommendations back to the board at 
the next meeting.   
 
A/T Hanson then addressed the board with regard to the application for a CARES Act Grant Application through the Office 
of the Secretary of State for Elections expenses as outlined in the grant application.  A/T Hanson proposed  
CR 08-04-2020-03 A RESOLUTION TO SUBMIT CARES ACT GRANT APPLICATION.   Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to adopt CR 08-04-2020-03, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was 
adopted unanimously with 5 yeas and 0 nays.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Seeing there was no further business before the board, Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting at 11:58 a.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


